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Title: Why do I move to the countryside? What do I expect from my new rural community?
Paradoxically enough, western societies are said to be more and more urban at the same time
that certain rural communities become the residential destination of a growing number of exurban population. This urban-to-rural migration is said to be greatly related to a new
assessment of ‘the rural’ that emphasizes values such as: aesthetic recreation, tranquility,
conviviality, safety, wilderness, and so on. However, besides the role played by these spatial
representations in the move, urban-to-rural migrations are the outcome of a complex
connection of diverse factors: economic resources, personal circumstances, expectations of
the rural life and the new community, access to auto-mobility, amenities, and so forth.
According to the different combination of these factors, and in order to make their
expectations of their life in the rural community become true, rural newcomers develop their
own relation with the new territory (and its population), giving rise to new ruralities and new
urban-rural relationships. In so doing, the broad labels ‘rural newcomers’, ‘ex-urban dwellers’,
‘neo-rurals’, etc., are broken into a ‘plurality of rural newcomers’, a ‘diversity of ex-urban
dwellers’, a ‘heterogeneity of neo-rurals’. These nuances become relevant for the design and
implementation of policies that aim to attract and attach newcomers to certain territories.
This paper aims to discuss these issues from the findings of a case study. Although the case
study is based on Spain, some of the findings may be applied (and compared) to other spatial
contexts. The methodology of the study was based on the execution of diverse in-depth
interviews to different profiles of urban-to-rural migrants. The findings showed that the inner
driving force of their move varied between the pragmatic instrumentality and the fulfillment of
migrants’ existential needs. New rural residents’ hopes and expectations of the new
community as well as the extent new residents wished to become committed to it differed
accordingly to the migrants’ position between these two poles.
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